
From the Pastor’s Desk... 1st Annual Big Raffle 

St. Mary’s Alumni Action News 

Dear Friends and Alumni, 
 

 I hope that by this time all of you have received our 
invitation to the 150th Anniversary of our parish.  It is hard to 
believe that St. Mary’s has been in existence longer than any 
other parish in Rockaway or the Five Towns.  As the “mother” 
church of the area it has been our responsibility to proclaim the 
Good News of Jesus Christ to all those who have come to our 
parish from all different parts of the world.  We have been and 
continue to be a parish of immigrants.  Our diversity is a great 
blessing that we have shared for all of these 150 years.  As 
someone who has been part of this great history I invite you to 
join us for the Opening Mass of the 150th Anniversary on   
February 17th at 6:30 P.M. with Bishop Nicholas DiMarzio.  It 
will be a wonderful time to bring together all those who have 
shared in the history of this great parish.  We will be honored 
to have our two former pastors, Msgr. Denis Herron and Father 
Sean Ogle present as well as our retired bishop, Bishop      
Thomas V. Daily.  If you are not able to come please pray for 
us on that day and during this anniversary year.  If you have 
not been here in a while I invite you to come home and visit.  
There are many events being planned during the year and we 
will do our best to keep you updated on what’s happening. 
 This week I attended a diocesan meeting on 
“Marketing Catholic Schools.”  This committee was            
established by the Education Office of the diocese to assist our 
schools in learning how to better market themselves.  The   
committee is working in conjunction with St. John’s University 
to come up with a marketing plan for different clusters of    
parishes in the diocese.  The Rockaway Cluster has been     
chosen to participate in this special project.  One of our greatest 
challenges is that we have many Catholic children in our parish 
who cannot attend Catholic school because of financial       
reasons.  Our alumni have been very generous in helping the 
children of St. Mary’s today experience the gift of a Catholic 
education.  I am grateful to all of you who support our school 
with your prayers and financial support.  We continually look 
for more of our alumni to help us in supporting our school.  If 
you have any ideas or would like to help us please feel free to 
contact me at any time. 
 As St. Mary Star of the Sea Parish begins this special 
anniversary year it is my prayer that our Blessed Mother, The 
Star of the Sea, will continue to guide and watch over you and 
your families with her loving care. 
       
   Sincerely in Christ,  
   Father Jim Cunningham  
   FRJIMSTMARY@aol.com 

 On a beautiful, late summer Sunday afternoon, September 10, 
2006, the SMSOS Alumni Association held its first annual “Big Raffle” 
drawing at Sun & Surf Beach Club in Atlantic Beach. 
 Structured as a classic “reverse raffle,” with a limited run of 
only 400 tickets, the drawing was designed to jump-start a building  
improvement fund for our school.  
 While the teachers and staff do a great job in projecting a  
positive image, certain critical improvements are simply beyond their 
annual operating budget.  Our ambitious goals for 2006 were to beautify 
the front exterior of the building, replace the doors and restore the wood 
floors in each classroom. 
 Driven by a small, high-powered and hard working group of 
dedicated Committee members (see photo below), and blessed with Fr. 
Jim’s supportive outreach to his A-list of faithful donors, ticket sales 
were brisk and the event was completely sold out.   More than a few last 
minute would-be ticket buyers were disappointed, as the Committee held 
a hard line on the  number of tickets to be sold. 

 continued on page 2 
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“Ave Maris Stella” 

“Big Raffle” Committee members take a moment to bask in their     
success.  From left to right: Julia, Bokeeta, Lillian, Suzanne, Bobby, 

Angela, Joe, Fr. Jim, Judy, Marilyn and Jim. 

St. Mary Star of the Sea Church will be hosting its           
150th Anniversary Dinner Dance                                  

on Friday, October 26, 2007. 

We will also be publishing a                                     
150th Anniversary Souvenir Journal! 

Please consider gracing this important event with both 
your presence and a message in our journal. 

For more information, please call the Rectory at:                        
718-327-1133, ext. 10. 
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Dear Friends, 
 

As yet another year draws to an end, our thoughts turn 
to the past as well as to the future.  This past year went by so 
quickly.  If, as they say, the years go by more quickly as you 
get older, then I must be getting very old! 

As you know, this past year saw the beginning of a 
new and exciting yearly project by our Alumni Association.  
The Big Raffle that took place during the summer was        
remarkable.  It was a huge success!  The 400 tickets were all 
sold.  The party that was held on the day of the drawing was 
wonderful – lots of people, lots of food and drinks, lots of 
laughter, and lots of memories. 

The Alumni Association Board decided that the 
money raised from this raffle would be used for 
“beautification” purposes.  Hopefully, if the school is attractive 
and in good condition, people will be attracted to come here.  
We know our education is strong – now we want the building 
to be strong, as well.  So, the proceeds from this raffle have 
already been put to good use.  The front courtyard of the school 
has new cement.  It looks beautiful!  Many of the classroom 
doors will be replaced very soon.  The present doors are in  
terrible shape and will be replaced with new ones that meet all 
the necessary fire and safety regulations.  Words can not     
adequately express the gratitude of the staff, parents, and    
students to the Alumni for all they do for us. 

We continue to work very hard to offer our students 
the best education possible.  We are part of the “Reading First” 
Program – a federal program aimed at Kindergarten through 3rd 
grade.  It is a wonderful program and we have seen great     
improvement in the students’ reading skills.  We are continuing 
to try to upgrade our technology resources so that the students 
get ample opportunity to access computers and the Internet.  It 
is an expensive endeavor but a necessary one if we are to    
prepare the students for the future. 

Finances are always a worry.  As costs (especially 
salaries, medical insurance, and heating oil) rise we must raise 
tuition.  However, if we raise tuition too much, we run the risk 
of losing students.  Enrollment decline this year was very small 
but it is still a real concern.  We have yet to find any solution to 
this perpetual problem! 

As we look ahead to 2007, we are filled with hope for 
our school.  The support of our Alumni has gotten us through 
some difficult times in the past.  We are extremely grateful for 
your support.  May each of you have a wonderful New Year 
filled with much happiness and peace.  God bless you. 

       
    Sincerely, 
   Angela Brucia 

  In honor of our parish’s upcoming 150th Anniversary we 
would like to purchase a special set of vestments for the occasion.  
These vestments will be used by Bishop DiMarzio and our former 
pastors when they come to celebrate the 150th Anniversary Mass 
on Saturday, February 17th at 6:30 P.M.  The vestments will also be 
able to be used in the future at all major parish celebrations.  It is 
our hope that groups of families, friends, societies and parish or-
ganizations would consider sponsoring this special project by 
donating a vestment in memory of a departed relative or friend.  
If you would like to donate a memorial please contact Esteban 
Nino in the rectory office or speak to Father Jim at any time. 
 These vestments will be handmade by the Trappist 
Monks of Saint Joseph’s Abbey in Spencer, Massachusetts. 

 
Available Memorials 

 
6 Assistant Chasubles  $1500 
2 Deacon Dalmatics  $1200 

150th Anniversary Memorials 

 Attention Fellow Alumni! 
 

For those who have not yet heard, we are trying to 
get together a 50th year reunion, featuring the Class 

of '57.  It will be open to everyone...all are  welcome.  
Looking at late June or early July 2007, at the 

Knights of Columbus in Oceanside.                
 

We’ll keep you posted on our plans! 
Peggy Mecca 

 
Please visit with us online at: 

stmarysalumni@yahoogroups.com 

 The turnout for the drawing was equally impressive, as we 
filled the lounge and patio of the club to capacity (please see photos in the 
centerfold). 
 While we enjoyed cocktails and a tasty buffet, the house rocked 
to the sounds of Tommy Mulvihill and his band, who easily managed to 
keep the dance floor in full swing most of the afternoon.    
 The raffle was very exciting, as all 400 tickets were pulled from 
the drum, with $ 5,000 in preliminary cash prizes awarded as scheduled.  
All tickets were then returned to the drum, and the winning grand prize  
ticket for $ 10,000 was drawn.  Much to the delight of all, our grand prize 
winner was an alumna who was present at the drawing!  
 Please see page 7 of this issue for a preliminary financial report 
on our initial foray into this style of fundraising.  And please join us next 
summer, as we launch our 2nd Annual “Big Raffle!” 
 Thanks to all our Committee members who worked so hard to 
make this event the great success it was...  

jgb, Class of ‘69 

1st Annual Big Raffle  
(continued from page 1) 

Have you ever wondered how rewarding (and fun!) it must be to  
volunteer your time and talent to the SMSOS Alumni Association? 
Now’s the time to do something about it!  Drop a note to Fr. Jim to 

let him know you’re interested…FRJIMSTMARY@aol.com 

mailto:stmarysosalumni@yahoogroups.com�
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St. Mary’s 150th Anniversary 11 Day Italy Pilgrimage 
Visiting: ROME * ASSISI * FLORENCE * VENICE 

Hosted by: FR. JAMES CUNNINGHAM  and  FR. DAVID ESPINAL 
 

 
MONDAY, NOV 3: Depart today on board your overnight transatlantic jet flight to Rome.  En route enjoy dinner followed by a full length movie. 
ROME 
TUESDAY, NOV 4: Your exciting Pilgrimage to Italy begins as you arrive in Rome today where you will 
be met and escorted to your waiting motor coach for the transfer to your hotel. 
WEDNESDAY, NOV 5: This morning, attend an Audience with Our Holy Father, Pope Benedict XVI.  
Free time before you walk to the North American College and celebrate Mass.  Afterwards, transfer back to 
your hotel for dinner and overnight.  
THURSDAY, NOV 6: Return to Vatican City this morning to visit the Vatican Museum and Gallery, 
Raphael's Rooms, and the Sistine Chapel with Michelangelo’s recently restored frescoes.  End your  
morning tour at the Basilica of St. Peter.  In the afternoon tour the Basilicas of St. Mary Major, St. John in 
Lateran and St. Paul's outside the Walls.   
FRIDAY, NOV 7: This morning see the remnants of "Ancient" Rome.  Visit the Catacombs known to be 
the early Christian burial place.  See the Trevi Fountain and the Colosseum where Christians were once 
thrown to the lions.  The balance of the day is at leisure for shopping and exploring this magnificent city on 
your own. 
ROME/ASSISI 
SATURDAY, NOV 8: Today follow the Roman countryside along the Autostrada del Sole speedway to 
the mystic province of Umbria and its capital city of Assisi, birthplace of St. Francis.  Your sightseeing tour 
includes the Basilica of St. Francis, still surrounded today by ancient walls, the Church of St. Clair and 
Santa Maria degli Angeli with its ‘thornless rose bush’. 
SUNDAY, NOV 9: Your journey today takes you to Florence, the cradle of Renaissance Art and former 
stronghold of the Medici family.  The city is truly unsurpassed in art treasures and the glory of its history.  
Overnight in Florence.  
FLORENCE/PISA/FLORENCE 
MONDAY, NOV 10: Highlights of your city tour include the Piazza della Signoria, where the Neptune 
Fountain stands, the Santa Croce Church, and the Baptistery with it's "Gates of Paradise" doors.  To top it 
all, visit the Academia which houses Michelangelo's original statue of David.  This afternoon drive to Pisa 
to see the famous Leaning Tower.  Or you may choose a free afternoon in Florence to shop along the  
famous Ponte Vecchio and explore other Florentine delights.  
TUESDAY, NOV 11: Your morning drive takes you through the serene Tuscan countryside to Padua 
where you will visit the Basilica of St. Anthony.  On to the romantic city of Venice.  Built on 118 small 
islands lying some four kilometers from the mainland, Venetian highways are made of water and the  
islands are linked by numerous and picturesque bridges.  Upon arrival, transfer to your hotel for overnight. 
VENICE 
WEDNESDAY, NOV 12: Begin your day with a sightseeing tour of Venice Island beginning at Piazza 
San Marco.  Highlights include the incredibly rich Byzantine Basilica San Marco, the Palace of the Doges, 
the Bridge of Sighs and the Rialto.  Your afternoon is free for exploring on your own. 
VENICE/NEW YORK 
THURSDAY, NOV 13: All too soon your pilgrimage is over today as you board your return flight back 
home, arriving the same day. 
 
The cost of this package is $ 2279 per person roundtrip from New York, and includes: 
Roundtrip airfare from New York;  first class/select hotel accommodations; continental breakfast daily plus 
seven dinners; sightseeing by private motor coach with English-speaking guides; all transfers; all admission 
fees, taxes and service charges; automatic $ 100,000 flight insurance. 
 
To make your reservations, please contact the rectory at 718-327-1133, or drop Fr. Jim an email at 
FRJimStMary@aol.com. 

IN MEMORIAM 
 

In the brief time that has passed since 
our last newsletter was published, we 
have suffered the painful loss of the  

following alumni and faculty: 
 

Leonard Ambruso ‘52 
 

Joseph Harold Anderson, ‘27 
 

Maureen Gracey Berdon ‘67 
 

Carol Chiachiere ‘54 
 

Daniel Farrell, ‘67 
 

Carl Gruning ‘21 
 

Bernhardt Haas ‘51 
  

Robert MacMurray, M.D. ‘53 
 

Thomas J. Mangan, ‘65 
 

Theodore J. Marasco ‘38 
 

Rev. Thomas Murphy ‘56 
 

Martha Wellstead Murphy ‘46 
 

John Carroll O’Donnell ‘41 
  

Deborah O’Connor ‘85 
 

Frances Jacob Petrizzo ‘64 
 

Genevieve Walker Reardon ‘36 
 

George Traver ‘42 
 

Evelyn O’Connor Trebendis ‘43 
  

William Wright ‘44 
 

“May They Rest in Peace! 
Amen.” 

 

Please remember SMSOS when  
planning your estate. 



1st Annual Big Raffle 

Page 4 St. Mary’s Alumni Action News 

So many photos...so many     
familiar faces!  Wanna know 
who we are and how we’re     

doing?  To find out, come out 
and join us next September... 
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